
     Policy Number: D8080 

Subject:   Validation of Clinical Experiences for 
Post-Graduate Advanced Practice Completion 
Students 
 
Scope:   All Faculty, Staff, and Students of the 
Graduate Department 
 
Responsible Office:   
Department of Graduate Studies 

 
Effective Date: 2/2022 
 
Date Reviewed/Revised:   12/2025 
 
Next Scheduled Review Date:  12/2027 
 
Responsible Executive:   Dean, Cizik School 
of Nursing 
 
 

 
VALIDATION OF CLINICAL EXPERIENCES FOR POST-GRADUATE ADVANCED 

PRACTICE COMPLETION STUDENTS 
 

I.   POLICY AND GENERAL STATEMENT 
 
Post-graduate advanced practice students may obtain validation for clinical credits by 
demonstrating achievement of course objectives within the sequence of post-graduate clinical 
coursework required for program completion and national certification examination eligibility. 
Validation is based on prior graduate-level academic coursework and faculty-supervised clinical 
experiences that meet institutional standards, national competencies, state regulations, and 
certification eligibility criteria. 
 
Each post-graduate completion student will undergo a faculty-conducted formal gap analysis of 
prior graduate education upon admission to the program to determine the number of direct 
patient care clinical hours required to complete a post-graduate certificate. Students must 
demonstrate attainment of national advanced practice competencies to be eligible for validation 
of prior academic and faculty-supervised clinical hours. Clinical credit validation will not be 
granted for non-academic clinical experiences that were not faculty supervised, nor for 
participation in post-graduate residencies, fellowships, or work experiences. 
 
II.   DEFINITIONS 
 
Post-Graduate Advanced Practice Student: A licensed advanced practice nurse enrolled in a 
post-graduate completion program to obtain additional population-focused preparation. 
 
Clinical Credit Validation: The formal process by which prior graduate-level academic and 
faculty-supervised clinical experiences are evaluated for equivalency to current program clinical 
course objectives. 
 
Gap Analysis: A structured faculty review of prior academic coursework and clinical experiences 
to determine unmet course objectives, competencies, and required clinical hours. 
 



Faculty-Supervised Clinical Experience: Direct patient care clinical hours completed as part of 
an accredited academic program under the supervision of qualified faculty. 
 
National Competencies: Professionally recognized advanced practice competencies required for 
certification eligibility in a population-focused area. 
 
Validation of Clinical Coursework Form: An official program document used to request, 
evaluate, and record approval or denial of clinical credit validation. 
 
 
III.   PROCEDURE 

A. Application for Clinical Credit Validation 

1. Upon admission, the student must apply for validation of clinical course objectives by 
contacting the track coordinator. 

2. The student must submit a completed Validation of Clinical Coursework Form with 
supporting documentation demonstrating achievement of course objectives and clinical 
requirements. 

B. Faculty Review and Gap Analysis 

1. Validation of prior clinical experiences will be conducted through a formal gap analysis of 
documentation from prior academic programs. 

2. Assessment of achieved competencies may include faculty review of documentation, 
direct observation of clinical performance, and/or simulation-based evaluation. 

3. A maximum of four (4) clinical credits, equivalent to 240 clinical hours, may be approved 
through the validation process. 

C. Determination of Credit 

1. Track coordinator will review submitted materials and document the determination of 
clinical credit on the Validation of Clinical Coursework Form prior to the student’s 
registration for the preceptorship clinical course. 

2. If validation includes direct observation, the track coordinator will determine the 
appropriate observation and evaluation methods to assess achievement of course 
objectives and identified competencies. 

D. Notification and Documentation 

1. If validation is granted, the track coordinator will advise the student of the required 
number of remaining clinical hours credits to be completed in the preceptorship course. 

2. If validation is not granted, the student will be required to complete all clinical course 
credit requirements. 

3. The track coordinator will complete the Validation of Clinical Coursework Form, obtain 
required signatures, and submit a copy to the Student Affairs Office. 

4. The completed form will be filed in the student’s official academic record. 

 
IV. CONTACTS 



 
 
Contact Telephone Email/Web Address 
DNP Program Director  https://nursing.uth.edu/about/administration 
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